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听力课堂,开放式英语学习平台！www.TingClass.net

This is CNN STUDENT NEWS. It's Thursday, May29th, I'm Carl Azuz. The first story we arecovering-President Obama's speech yesterday atWest Point. It was a graduation speech at the U.S.Military Academy, but it was a foreign policy speech,too. The president wanted to define how hisadministration has dealt and would deal with othernations. Basically, represent the U.S. on the worldstage. He's being criticized on this issue. Republicans say America has lost influence in theworld under President Obama's leadership. Critics say the U.S. has appeared soft on issuesconcerning the Syrian civil war and unrest in Ukraine. The president highlighted hisadministration's work to end the war in Iraq, wind down the war in Afghanistan. Kill terroristleader Osama bin Laden. He also said that true leadership isn't only having the world's mostpowerful military, but in doing the right thing.

Time for the "Shoutout." Who said, "We may encounter many defeats, but we must not bedefeated?" If you think you know it, shout it out!

Was it Franklin Roosevelt, Kevin Garnett, Helen Keller or Maya Angelou? You've got threeseconds, go.

It was poet Maya Angelou who penned these words in addition to many others. That's youanswer and that's your shoutout.

American writer Maya Angelou or Angelou knew something about defeat. She was sexuallyabused as a child, she struggled and made mistakes before her rise to renown, her refusal tobe defeated led her to victories in literature, dancing, acting. Angelou passed away yesterdaymorning at age 86. Fredricka Whitfield reviews her life as enduring and preserving as the wordsAngelou wrote.

"The hells we have lived through and live through still have sharpened our senses andtoughened our will."

Celebrated poet and activist Maya Angelou, may have been speaking about herself on that dayin 1995. Born Margaret Annie Johnson in St. Louis, Missouri, April 4, 1928, the hells she lived through began at the age of seven when she was raped by her mother's boyfriend. After shespoke out against him, he was beaten to death by a mob. Young Margaret blamed herself.

I was 7.5 and my 7.5-year-old logic deduced that my voice had killed him so I stopped speaking for almost six years.
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