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Voice 1

Welcome to Spotlight. I’m Colin Lowther.

Voice 2

And I’m Liz Waid Spotlight uses a special English method of broadcasting. It is easier for people to understand, no matter where in the world they live.

Voice 1

Today’s Spotlight is on a small museum in Croatia. The museum shows a collection of objects from around the world. Together these objects tell a story about human relationships. They tell stories of love and heartbreak, breakups and the end of relationships. Many people think of their own stories and experiences as they visit the museum. After seeing the museum, one writer simply said:

Voice 3

“No museum has ever made me feel more connected to everyone else in the world before.”

Voice 2

This museum began because of a relationship between two people. Olinka Vistica and Drazen Grubsic are both artists. In 1999 they were in love. They were in a happy relationship. They shared stories and traditions together. Grubsic described some happy moments to the news organization NPR. Vistica and Grubsic had a special object that they shared - a toy bunny.

Voice 4

“This was a kind of joke we had. If someone was going away on a trip and the other one was staying, you would take the toy bunny. You would take pictures of the bunny in all the places where usually you would take pictures of your girlfriend or your boyfriend.”

Voice 1

However, Vistica and Grubsic broke up - they ended their relationship in 2003. After they broke up, they tried to separate their possessions. But as they were separating, they could not decide who would get their toy bunny! The object held special meaning for both of them. So, who would get to take it with them? They joked that they should begin a museum. They could keep the bunny and other special objects from their relationships there. But at this time, the idea was only a joke.

Voice 2

However, three years later, Grubsic went to Vistica. He asked if she WOULD begin a museum with him. The museum would show objects from people’s break-ups. But they needed more objects to show. So they asked their friends to give objects from their own break-ups. Each object also had a story that explained what it was and why it was important. The story explained why the object was important to the relationship.

Voice 1

At the beginning, there was only a small collection. The collection travelled to different parts of the world. And it was popular wherever it went. People could even give the collection their own objects and stories to show.

Voice 2

In fact, the collection became so popular that Grubsic and Vistica opened a permanent location to show it. In 2010, they officially opened the Museum of Broken Relationships. Today it is in Zagreb, Croatia. More than 40,000 visitors from all over the world visit the Museum of Broken Relationships every year.

Voice 1

People sometimes feel sad when they see objects from broken relationships. But Vistica believes that putting these objects into a museum can help people. She told the BBC:

Voice 5

“The normal reaction is to destroy the special objects of a relationship in order to recover. But we thought of using creativity to overcome the pain of the experience. Also, we can remember the joy those objects once held for us.”

Voice 2

Inside the museum, the walls are all white. The objects sit on white tables. There are about 100 objects shown at the museum at one time. Visitors to the museum follow a path through different rooms. Grubsic and Vistica organize the objects in a particular way. As a person looks at each different object, he or she can see another part of the story of love and heartbreak. Grubsic explained to NPR.

Voice 4

“For me, the art in this is the way we present the stories. You start with the funny ones. Then you get serious, then you get really deeply serious, and then you go up again. So there is this continuing movement of emotions. That is actually what we play with.”

Voice 1

The rooms in the Museum of Broken Relationships tell stories from different times in a relationship. For example, one room contains objects and stories from relationships that were never very serious or relationships where people lived far away from each other. Another tells stories of relationships that ended because one person died.

Voice 2

In one room, there is a pile of air sickness bags. People find these bags on airplanes or trains. If a person gets sick, he can use them. The collection contains six of these air sickness bags. The bags represent many airplane trips that one person made to see their love. Near the six small bags there is a story. It says:

Voice 6

“I think I also still have those illustrated safety instructions, showing what to do when the airplane begins to fall apart. I have never found any instructions on what to do when a relationship begins to fall apart. But at least I still have these bags.”

Voice 1

One room shows object from relationships that ended in anger. For example, one object in this room is a mirror from a car. A woman broke the mirror off the car. She saw her boyfriend’s car at another woman’s house! She was so angry that she broke the mirror and took it with her.

Voice 2

In another room the stories are about getting married and broken marriages. In this room, one of the objects is an iron - used to remove wrinkles and lines from clothes. The story with it says:

Voice 7

“This iron was used to iron my wedding clothes. Now it is the only thing left.”

Voice 1

The Museum of Broken Relationships tells a universal human story about love and heartbreak. Many people can understand these objects and these stories. They have also experienced heartbreak in their own lives. Nikolina Vulic is the events manager at the museum. She tells NPR:

Voice 8

“Some people are smiling when they come out of the museum. And some people, you can see they are thinking about themselves. They are really a little confused when they come out, and you can also see tears in their eyes.”

Voice 2

Have you ever experienced a breakup with the person you loved? How did you react? Would you ever give an object to the Museum of Broken Relationships? What would it be? Tell us your story about breakups. Leave a comment on the script page of this program. Or post your story on our Facebook page.

Voice 1

The writer of this program was Liz Waid. The producer was Michio Ozaki. The voices you heard were from the United Kingdom and the United States. All quotes were adapted for this program and voiced by Spotlight. You can listen to this program again, and read it, on the internet at http://www.radioenglish.net. This program is called, ‘The Museum of Broken Relationships’.

Voice 2

We hope you can join us again for the next Spotlight program. Goodbye.

*Some of the music in this program came from Podington Bear.
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