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American Football Player Joins Philadelphia Orchestra For a Day
This is What’s Trending Today…

Jason Kelce plays American football for the Philadelphia Eagles. The team won the Super Bowl earlier this year.

He has become one the best-known players on the team - and not just because of his plays on the football field.

After the team won the Super Bowl, Kelce gave an emotional speech in front of a huge crowd of Philadelphians. He did so wearing colorful “Mummers” clothing. Mummers are costumed bands known for their New Year’s Day performances in Philadelphia.

Football and public speaking abilities aside, Kelce is also known for his saxophone skills.

And on Tuesday night, those skills were put to the test. He played his instrument with the world-famous Philadelphia Orchestra -- one of the so-called “Big Five” American orchestras.

Kelce and the orchestra played music that went along with a special video of the Eagles’ winning season. The performance raised money for the Eagles’ Autism Challenge. The effort aims to support research on autism, a developmental disorder.

Jason Kelce takes the stage at @MannCenter to play saxophone! #FlyEaglesFlypic.twitter.com/BVLReUUo51

— Matt Alba (@mattalbaPHL17) July 25, 2018

Kelce has played the baritone saxophone since he was young. He told CBS Philly that, long before he was an Eagle and a Super Bowl champion, he took part in many activities during high school. Among them was his school’s jazz band. “Music was a big part of my life,” Kelce said.

He has joined other area orchestras for special performances in the past. In February, he played with Philadelphia’s Avalon String Band during a special Mummers parade to celebrate Mardi Gras.

His football team appears to support Kelce’s musical side. Ahead of the performance, the Eagles’ official Twitter page wrote, “ROSTER MOVE: Philadelphia Orchestra acquires baritone saxophonist Jason Kelce (for one day).”

ROSTER MOVE: Philadelphia Orchestra acquires baritone saxophonist Jason Kelce (for one day).Join us at the @MannCenter to hear Jason & the @philorch play alongside @NFLFilms highlights on 7/24, benefitting the Eagles Autism Challenge: https://t.co/1ImJrInGU6 pic.twitter.com/2fZfbxbE6Z

— Philadelphia Eagles (@Eagles) July 19, 2018

A roster is an official list of the people on a team.

Of course, Kelce will not be moving anywhere. He is expected to bring all of his skills back to the Eagles as the team aims to defend their championship.

The team begins the 2018 season on September 6.

And that’s What’s Trending Today.

I'm Ashley Thompson.

_______________________________________________________
Words in This Story
saxophone - n. ​a musical instrument that has a curved metal tube and that is played by blowing into a mouthpiece and pressing keys with your fingers ​

costumed - adj. involving people wearing special clothes

band - n. ​a usually small group of musicians who play popular music together​

orchestra - n. ​a group of musicians who play usually classical music together and who are led by a conductor​

baritone - adj.​ having a range that is higher than a bass and lower than a tenor​

acquire - v. to get (something) : to come to own (something)
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