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【有声英语文学名著】安娜卡列宁娜(81)
EIGHTY-ONE
Chapter 20
—>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<—
AS was his wont, Oblonsky did not spend his time idly while in Petersburg. Besides business — his sister’s divorce and his post — it was as usual necessary for him, as he said, to refresh himself in Petersburg after the mustiness of Moscow.
Moscow, despite its cafés chantants and its omnibuses, was still a stagnant pool. Oblonsky always felt this. After living in Moscow, especially in the bosom of his family, Oblonsky always felt his spirits flag. When he had spent a long time in Moscow without a break, he reached a state in which he began to be upset by his wife’s ill-humour and reproaches, by the health and education of the children, and the petty details of his work; even the fact that he was in debt worried him then. But he only needed to spend some time in Petersburg among the set in which he moved, where people lived, really lived, instead of vegetating as in Moscow, and at once all these cares vanished and melted away like wax before a fire.
His wife? . . . Only that day he had been talking to Prince Chechensky. He had a wife and family with grown-up sons who were pages at Court; and another family, an illegitimate one, in which there were other children. Though the first family was all right, Prince Chechensky felt happier with the second family. He took his eldest son to visit the second family, and told Oblonsky that he considered it developed his son and was good for him. What would they say to that in Moscow?
Children? In Petersburg children did not hinder their fathers living. Children were brought up in educational establishments, and there were none of those barbaric views that were becoming so prevalent in Moscow — Lvov’s was a case in point — that the children should have every luxury and the parents nothing but work and worry. Here people understood that a man must live his own life like a civilized being.
The Service! . . . Service too was not here that strained, hopeless drudgery that it was in Moscow; here there was an interest in the Service. Meeting the right person, a service rendered, a felicitous remark, the ability to perform certain tricks, made a man’s career in a moment, as was the case with Bryantsov, whom Oblonsky had met the day before, and who was now a great dignitary. Service of that kind had an interest.
But it was the Petersburg outlook on money matters that had a particularly soothing effect on Oblonsky. Bartnyansky, who spent at least fifty thousand roubles a year at the rate he was living, had the day before made a notable remark to him on the point.
As they were having a chat before dinner, Oblonsky had said to Bartnyansky:
‘You are, I think, intimate with Mordvinsky? You could do me a good turn if you would put in a word for me. There is a post I should like to get . . . Member of the Agency . . .’
‘Never mind the name, I shouldn’t remember it. . . . But why do you want to mix in those railway concerns, with Jews? . . . Look at it how you like, it’s horrid!’
Oblonsky did not tell him that it was a ‘live’ business; Bartnyansky would not have understood that.
‘I am hard up; have nothing to live on.’
‘But you do live.’
‘Yes, but in debt.’
‘Really? Is it much?’ asked Bartnyansky sympathetically.
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