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【有声英语文学名著】安娜卡列宁娜(90)
NINETY
Chapter 16
—>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<—
KOZNYSHEV, an experienced dialectician, did not rejoin but immediately turned the conversation into another region.
‘Well, if you want to gauge the national spirit arithmetically, of course that is very difficult to do! Voting has not been introduced in our country, and cannot be because it does not express the people’s will, but there are other means. It is felt in the air, it is felt by the heart. Not to mention the undercurrents that have stirred in the motionless sea of the nation and which are evident to every unprejudiced person. Look at Society in the narrower sense! The most divergent parties in the intellectual world, previously so hostile to one another, have all merged into one. All differences are at an end, and all the social organs say one and the same thing, all have felt an elemental force that has seized them and carries them all in one direction.’
‘Yes, all the papers say the same thing,’ said the Prince, ‘that’s true. So much the same that they are just like frogs before a storm! They prevent our hearing anything else!’
‘Frogs or no frogs . . . I don’t publish a newspaper and don’t want to defend them, but I am speaking of the unanimity of the intelligent world,’ said Koznyshev, turning to his brother. Levin was going to reply, but the old Prince interrupted him.
‘About that unanimity, something else can be said,’ rejoined the Prince. ‘There’s my son-in-law, Stephen Arkadyevich, you know him. He has now got the post of Member of the Committee of a Commission of something or other — I don’t remember. Anyhow, there is nothing to do there. Well, Dolly, it’s no secret! and the salary is eight thousand. You just ask him if his work will be any use, and he will prove to you that it is most necessary! And he is a truthful man, but one can’t help believing in the usefulness of eight thousand roubles.’
‘Yes, he asked me to tell Darya Alexandrovna that he has got the post,’ said Koznyshev discontentedly, considering that what the Prince was saying was not to the point.
‘So it is with the unanimity of the Press. It has been explained to me: as soon as there is a war their revenue is doubled. How can they help considering that the fate of the people and the Slavs — and all the rest of it?’
‘There are many papers I don’t like, but that is unfair,’ said Koznyshev.
‘I would make only one stipulation,’ continued the Prince. ‘Alphonse Karr put it very well, before the war with Prussia. “You think war unavoidable? Very well! He who preaches war — off with him in a special legion to the assault, to the attack, in front of everybody else!” ’
‘The editors would be fine!’ remarked Katavasov, laughing loudly, and picturing to himself the editors of his acquaintance in that chosen legion.
‘Oh, but they’d run away,’ said Dolly, ‘and only be a hindrance.’
‘And if they run, put grapeshot behind them, or Cossacks with whips!’ said the Prince.
‘That is a joke, and excuse me, Prince, not a good joke,’ said Koznyshev.
‘I don’t see that it is a joke, that . . .’ began Levin, but Koznyshev interrupted him.
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